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ABSTRACT

As the use of social networks increases with aldita of cell phones of different types, greaterfon of users
of such facilities are the youths in the societhie Time it consumes is of great concern to allmagority of youths are
involved in it. This research investigates into #féects of usage of social network sites on acadgrarformance of
secondary school students in society. Deferentidliaferential research designs of survey type aei@pted in this study
during which Primary data was collected from 3Q@stts through the use of a well structured questive. The study
revealed that the use of social network among skrgnschools’ student is a great distraction tallfilled academic
pursuit. It was also discovered that the categdrgamool; whether private or public and Gender egpondents are
dependent on social network site used. It was lfinahveiled that the frequency of site’'s visit igpgndent on the
distractions from school’'s assignment and othedewdc exercises. It is therefore recommended tmatuse of social

network sites should be with dicretion.
KEYWORDS: Academic Performance, Social Networks, Social Sites
INTRODUCTION

The use of internet enabled phone in recent tintkrasearch work have been discovered to be of rdmes
benefit to students especially those in tertiarstifntions for fostering academic performance oficlhthe use Social
Network is a subset. There is no doubt that sowalorks had gained acceptability globally. It &rgng wider usability
and is also becoming probably the most importantroanication tools among people in educational regttiespecially.
Social networking platforms among others are: weghlavikis, social networking sites and instant raggsy (Waad and
Jorge, 2011). In research, there are many sodiaonks in existence: classroom social network (Daw<008; Mark and
Nor, 2014), workplace social networks (Waad angjgdp011), business and advertisement (Waad agé,J2011; Allie
and Merve, 2010; Faraz and Zohaib, 2012), commtinitg§Megan and Priscilla, 2011; Heyan, 2014). Theas lead to
development of social network sites through thep bl Information and Communication Technology (IC®pls for
establishing a platform for friendship and linksaarg members of the community in this"@%entury (Heyan, 2014). The
most visited social network site is the facebookdf@es, Nicole and CIiff, 2008; Jibat, 2012; Heya014). Based on
INTERNET World Status (Internet world status, 20112)Ethiopea, among 960,331 total internet use@2,810 have
facebook account and most users age between 25t8def, 2011; Heyan, 2014).
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LITERATURE REVIEW

Dawson (2008) investigated into the relationshipwieen student communication interactions and serfise
community in higher environment through the usenvkture of quantitative and qualitative measureke Tesearch
revealed that position of an individual in classrosocial network positively affects their sense@fmunity and that an
individual's pre-existing social network influencte type of support and information exchangesndividual requires.
Waad and Jorge (2011) investigated into the camtiohs of computer software to social marketinguoek and found out

that it has many opportunities as well as risks.

Teenagers as a dominant group which use Social dkt®ites (SNS) and there are many controversigs an
theories surrounding the effect its involvemertiasing on them (June, 2011). Adam and Nor (2014ist the influence
of social networking sites on university studemtsademic performance in Malaysia and found out ftbheir responses
that it affects their academic performance podifivik was also discovered that greater percentdg®cial network users
either uses it to make friends (Waad and JorgelR20that with friends or sending and receiving sages (Adam and
nor, 2014). Megan and Priscilla (2014) studied lom tise of social media among college students amd ihaffects
communication with others and self-concept. It wessovered that there is 0.586 Pearson correlatenseen its usage

and communication with family and friends and 0.8%farson correlations with self-concept of the el

The contribution of various social network techmpldools such as Facebook, blogs, Google groupgDiBke
and Twitter by students in distance learning scharaee studied. Saba and Tarang (2013) discovergdittimproves
interaction and affects linguistic ability of undemduate students. Nebiat and Girum (2014) studiiethcebook, one the
social network tools, among postgraduate studennima university. The research through the udeott descriptive
and inferential statistical tools indicated thadrehis no significant relation between usage, time frequency of login into
facebook with student Grade Point Average (GPAyvds discovered that students use these toolstlier things other
than their academic development and it was diseavénat academic performance is independent ofisieeof social
networks (Gupta, Singh and Marwaha, 2013). Kalrd Banani (2013) researched and found that involvene the
Social networks does not have significant impactperformance of students whether they are intrgvertextroverts.
Aina et al., (2007) studied the effect of the use of socialwet sites on number of publications by Ph. D. stud and
supervisors’ contribution to student’s performaaceoss two countries. The research revealed aiysitfect when the
supervisors communicate more with his researchestisd It was discovered that there is adverse teffden the
communication is allowed to lead to additional wodd on the research students. The use of sodabries is seen to
positively contribute to collaborative learning asignificantly with interactive with peers, teachend engagement in
academic performance (Sushma, Suman and Ulyssg4).28 study conducted among undergraduate studerBgnue
State university in Nigeria revealed that the fiemaey of visit, and volume of on-line friends negaly affect student’s

academic performance of the users (Aamo and E@&id).

Since there are mix feelings (school of thoughtispua the effect of these social networks on student
performance, this research investigates into fiscebn secondary school students in Nigeria. # known fact that the
secondary students of today will eventually graduatundergraduate and post graduate studentsolatet is therefore

necessary to examine the impact of the use of thmsial network sites by students in secondaryasho
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METHODOLOGY

Research Design

Deferential and Inferential research designs ofesputype were adopted in this study. Deferentiaflgtwas used
to describe the population of the research. Inteakmvestigation, through the use of Chi-squaest twas also used to

infer for the entire population or universe.
Population

The target population was secondary school’s stgdeom both private and secondary sections. 3@8awmly distributed

guestionnaires were equally distributed betweermpthate and public secondary schools.

Sampling Procedure

Non-proportional Quota sampling method was usedefect 300 respondents from both private and pudgmondary
schools. One hundred and forty four (144) male amel hundred and fifty six (156) female respondevese surveyed
representing 48% and 52% respectively. The gemttsehools’ classification is as shown in Tablesd 2. One hundred

and fifty student each from both private and pub&condary schools were selected using quota maona sampling,
Research Instrument
The first section sought background informatiorr¢peal data) of respondents such as sex, scha®l typ

Table 1: Distribution by Gender

: Cumulative
Frequency |Percent \Valid Percent Percent
MALE 144 47.4 48.0 48.0
FEMALE 156 52.6 52.0 100.0
Total | 300 | 1000 | |
Table 2: Category of School
. Cumulative
Frequency |Percent \Valid Percent Percent
Valid PRIVATE (150 49.5 50.0 50.0
PUBLIC 150 49.5 50.0 100.0
Total 300 100.0

Scoring of Instrument

The method of scoring was on likert type scale Wigid as follows: The respondents had to rate hopoitant

each statement is to him or her by ticking oneheffour options.
Validity of Instrument

Bandele (1996) opined that locally prepared instmhtalled the research-constructed instrumemistisisually

accepted until other people know the worth of smskrument. For the purpose of validity, the instent was given to

Data Analysis

The data collected was arranged and grouped aocpridi the factors. The responses to the items were
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transformed into scores and analyzed. The chi-eqtest of independence was used while Statistiaakdye For The
Social Sciences (SPSS) Version 20 was used tozmtig data.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Table 3: Plan to Further Education

YES
NO
| DON'T KNOW

Table 3 shows that 43.8 % has the vision of goyphbd secondary school education, 23% has no planther
education while 31.2 are undecided. This resultlanp the reason for carefree attitude of many @&y students.
Available SNS are been used for things other tbaa¢ademic oriented purpose(s).

Table 4: Social Network Used

FACE BOOK 149 49.0 49.7

MYSPACE 35 11.8 11.7 61.3
\alid TWITTER 78 25.7 26.0 87.3

OTHERS 31 10.2 10.3 97.7

NONE I 2.3 2.3 100.0

Total 300 100.0 100.0

Table 4 depicts that Facebook is the Social Netwdtk highest number of subscriber, followed by ferd and
MySpace. 33.7% of the respondents has SNS link#dtheir e-mail addresses as shown in Table 5.eT@kvealed that
more than 75% and 9.7 are important and very inapoto the network membership respectively.

Table 5: Linkages with E-Mail

Table 6: How Important is your Membership

VERY IMPORTANT 29 9.5 9.7 9.7
\alid IMPORTANT 109 35.9 36.3 46.0

SOMEWHAT IMPORTANT 118 38.8 39.3 85.3

NOT IMPORTANT 44 16.8 14.7 100.0
Total 300 100.0




Table 7: How Often Do You Visit the Website

SAREATER THAN 5 TIMES EACH 26.6 270 270
AT LEAST ONCE DAY 158 52.0 52.7 79.7
\Valid AT LEAST ONCE EACH WEEK 48 15 8 16 0 95.7
AT LEAST ONCE EACH MONTH 96.0
NEVER 100.0

Table 5, 6, and 7 shows that Social Network isstration for students toward achieving successcademic
pursuit. This is substantiated by figures in thpeaglices

Table 8: Social Network Used

FACEBOOK (149 49.0 49.7 49.7

MYSPACE 35 11.5 11.7 61.3
\Valid TWITTER 78 25.7 26.0 87.3

OTHERS 31 10.2 10.3 97.7

NONE 7 2.3 2.3 100.0
Total 300 100.0

Table 8 shows that Face book has the highest nuaftarbscribers which is 149 representing 49% eftthal
number of respondents followed by Twitter (78) esmnting 25.7%

HYPOTHESIS TESTING
Hypothesis 1

Ho, - Category of school is independent on the So@&akark Type
H, 1 Category of school is dependent on the socialowdt Type

Table 9: Category of School * Social Network

Count 150
g@ToEfo PRIVATEE, pected Count 46.0 19.0 66.0 15.5 35 | 1500
Count 35 19 69 27 0 150
SCHOOL PUBLIC (& e cted Count | 46.0 19.0 660 | 155 | 35 | 150.0
. Count 92 38 132 31 7 300
Expected Count | 92.0 380 | 1320 | 310 | 7.0 | 300.0

Table 10: Chi-Square Tests

Pearson Chi-Square 29.598 .000
Likelihood Ratio 34.423 4 .000
Linear-by-Linear Association 7.764 1 .005
N of Valid Case 300




Decision: Since Chi-square asymptotic significaaxel (0.000) is less thaa (0.05), the null hypothesis is
rejected and it is concluded that category of stbhebether private or public is dependent on theetpf social network
engaged in.

Hypothesis 2
Ho, » Gender of is independent of Social Network type

H; » Gender is dependent of Social network type

Table 11: Gender of Respondents * Social Network gd

Count
Expected Count 44.2 18.2 63.4 14.9 3.4 144.0
Count 48 26 59 16 7 156

Expected Count

Table 12: Chi-Square Tests

Pearson Chi-Square 13.396 4 .010
Likelihood Ratio 16.199 4 .003
Linear-by-Linear Association .000 1 .997

N of Valid Case 300

a. 2 cells (20.0%) have expected count less thai& minimum expected count is
3.36.

Decision: Chi-square significant level is 0.010 ebhis less than 0.05,His rejected and it is concluded that
gender is dependent on the social network type.

Hypothesis 3
Ho, 3 Frequency of website’s visit is independent strictions from studying
H, s Frequency of website’s visit is dependent onrdidtons from studying

Table 12: How Often Do You Visit the Website * AreYou Distracted from Studying or Handling Assignment

GREATER THAN 5 Count 7 12 32 30 81
TIMES EACH DAY Expected Count 11.1 9.7 24.8 354 81.0
HOW Count 31 22 29 76 158
OFTEN DO [T LEAST ONCE DAY [ e cted Count | 21.6 19.0 485 | 69.0 | 158.0
YOU VISIT |AT LEAST ONCE EACHCount 2 1 25 20 48
THE WEEK Expected Count 6.6 5.8 14.7 21.0 48.0
WEBSITE |AT LEAST ONCE EACHCount 0 1 0 0 1
MONTH Expected Count A1 A .3 4 1.0
NEVER Count 1 0 6 5 12
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| Expected Count 1.6 1.4 3.7 5.2 12.0
Total Count 41 36 92 131 300
Expected Count| 41.0 36.0 92.0 131.0 | 300.0
Table 13
Chi-Square Tests
Asymp. Sig. (2-
Value Df sided)
Pearson Chi-Square 42.841 12 .000
Likelihood Ratio 43.867 12 .000
Linear-by-Linear Association |1.147 1 .284
N of Valid Case 300

Decision: The chi-square value is less than 0.05 hencentliehypothesis is rejected and it is concluded tha

frequency of visit is dependent on distractionsrfrstudying.
CONCLUSIONS

Study revealed that students from both types obalsh(private and public secondary) are involvethim use of
social network sites. The use of social networ&sslty secondary schools’ student is a gross digtrafor them toward
achieving a fulfilling academic career as reveafethbles 6 and 7. This threat, as a result ofsitréninate use of SNS, to
academic performance is gender independent. Théaggbook is the most visited SNS followed by twittemale are

found to be more involved in the use of SNS moamfttheir male counterparts.

It is therefore recommended that at secondary |dah parents, guidance, teachers and counsdiotddsdo
their best to channel the use of these facilitmsatrds academic development of their wards, sted@rdinees), and

counselees.
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